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Whisky frisky, hippity hop,

Up he goes, to the treetop.

Whirly, twirly, round and round,

Down he scampers, to the ground.

Furly, curly, oh what a tail,

Tall as a feather, broad as a sail.

Where is his supper?

Look in the shell,

Snip, snap and crackle,

Out the nut fell.

Begin by hopping on one foot and then slowly 

switching to the other. 

Then gesture climbing up your ladder to the top of 

a tall tree. 

Followed by twirling around, slowly making 

yourself smaller and smaller until you are curled in 

a ball on the floor. 

Then begin to uncurl yourself, standing tall, 

stretching your arms out wide like a sail. 

Cup one hand as if there is something inside and 

use your other hand to tap it, eventually opening 

to reveal your imaginary nut.

WHISKEY FRISKY
Author unknown (old verse).

Intery mintery cuttery corn,

Appleseed and apple thorn,

Wire, briar, limber lock, 

Three geese flying in a flock, 

One flew east, one flew west, 

One flew over the cuckoo’s nest.

Begin by placing your left palm up, clap with your 

right palm and then swap so your right palm is 

down and you clap it with your left palm. Do this 

rhythmically. 

Repeat by placing your left palm up again, then 

instead of clapping it with your right palm, clench 

your right fist and clap it onto your left palm, repeat 

with opposite hand.

Place your left palm down again and brush right 

hand over it, then swap hands.

Lock thumbs together and make gesture of a flying 

bird by flapping fingers slowly.

Fly your geese to the left, and then to the right.

Fly onwards to the nest, task, place, activity, or just 

away behind your back.

INTERY MINTERY CUTTERY CORN
Old American verse.
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Five little leaves so happy and bright,

Went twirling round and round about,

Old brother wind came whooshing 
through the town,

And one little leaf came tumbling down.

Four little leaves so happy and bright,

Went twirling round and round about,

Old brother wind came rushing through 
the town,

And one little leaf came tumbling down.

Three little leaves…

Two little leaves…

One little leaf…

Five little mice came out to play,

Gathering up crumbs along the way;

Out came a pussycat, sleek and black,

Four little mice went scampering back.

Four little mice came out to play . . .

Three, Two, One etc.

Using all five fingers on one hand, 

twinkle them in the sky. 

When old brother wind blows, make 

whooshing sound and blow fingers 

around in the wind, until one finger 

is tucked away to make four fingers 

twinkling happy and bright. 

Repeat until all the leaves have fallen.

Use the fingers of one hand for the 

mice and the other hand for the cat.

 

Continue each verse with one less 

mouse until there are no little mice 

scampering back.

FIVE LITTLE LEAVES
Old American verse.

FIVE LITTLE MICE
Trish Kuffner.
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One little Hazelmouse, 

Sitting in her hazel house,

In her home and she will not stay.

Takes a journey far away.

Once hush, to hazelbush.

One grey housemouse,

Came to little Hazelmouse,

“Dearest Hazelmouse I pray,

Take me with youon your way,”

Once hush, twice hush, to hazelbush.

One brown fieldmouse,

Came to little hazelmouse

“Dearest Hazelmouse, I pray,

Take me with you on your way,”

Once hush, twice hush, and three times 
hush, to hazelbush.

Gently clench right fist on left palm, 

slowly scurrying up your arm to your 

left shoulder. 

 

Sit one mouse (finger on your 

shoulder until the next verse begins).

Repeat, only this time two fingers 

(mice) sit on your shoulder until the 

third verse begins.

 

 

Repeat again, only fish with the three 

mice (fingers) sitting on either your 

shoulder or the child’s shoulder.

THE HAZELMOUSE
Author currently unknown  
(found in a book of verses translated from German  

to English by Bronja Zahlingen).


